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(c) If the anticipated fees exceed
$250.00 and if the requester has no his-
tory of paying fees charged in connec-
tion with information requests, the
Farm Credit Administration may re-
quire an advance payment of fees in an
amount up to the full amount antici-
pated.

(d) If the requester has previously
failed to pay a fee charged within 30
days of the date of a billing for fees
charged in connection with informa-
tion requests, the Farm Credit Admin-
istration may require the requester to
pay the fees owed, plus interest, or
demonstrate that the full amount owed
has been paid, and require the re-
quester to make an advance payment
of the full amount of the fees antici-
pated before processing a new request
or a pending request from that re-
quester.

(e) The notice of the amount of an
anticipated fee or a request for an ad-
vance deposit shall include an offer to
the requester to confer with identified
Farm Credit Administration personnel
to attempt to reformulate the request
in a manner which will meet the needs
of the requester at a lower cost.

§ 602.270 Interest.
The Farm Credit Administration

may begin charging interest on unpaid
fees, starting on the 31st day following
the day on which the bill for such fees
was sent. Interest will not accrue if
payment of the fees has been received
by the Farm Credit Administration,
even if said payment has not been proc-
essed. Interest will accrue at the rate
prescribed in section 3717 of title 31,
United States Code, and will accrue
from the day on which the bill for such
fees was sent.

§ 602.271 Charges for unsuccessful
searches or reviews.

The Farm Credit Administration
may assess charges for time spent
searching for records on behalf of re-
questers in the categories provided for
in § 602.266 (c) and (d), even if there are
no records that are responsive to the
request or there is ultimately no dis-
closure of records. The Farm Credit
Administration may assess charges for
time spent reviewing records for re-
questers in the category provided for in

§ 602.266(c) even if the records located
are determined to be exempt from dis-
closure.

§ 602.272 Aggregating requests.

A requester may not file multiple re-
quests at the same time, each seeking
portions of a document or documents,
solely in order to avoid payment of
fees. When the Farm Credit Adminis-
tration reasonably believes that a re-
quester, or a group of requesters acting
in concert, is attempting to break a re-
quest down into a series of requests for
the purpose of evading the assessment
of fees, the Farm Credit Administra-
tion may aggregate any such requests
and charge accordingly. One element to
be considered in determining whether a
belief would be reasonable is the time
period over which the requests have oc-
curred.

Subpart D—Testimony and Pro-
duction of Documents in
Legal Proceedings in Which
the Farm Credit Administration
Is Not a Named Party

§ 602.280 General purposes.

The purposes of these rules are to
maintain the confidentiality of official
documents and information of the
Farm Credit Administration, conserve
the time of Farm Credit Administra-
tion employees for their official duties,
maintain the impartial position of the
Farm Credit Administration in litiga-
tion in which the Farm Credit Admin-
istration is not a named party, and en-
able the Chairman to determine when
to authorize testimony and to produce
documents in legal proceedings in
which the Farm Credit Administration
is not a named party. This subpart sets
forth the procedures to be followed
with respect to testimony concerning
official matters and production of offi-
cial documents of the Farm Credit Ad-
ministration in legal proceedings in
which the Farm Credit Administration
is not a named party. This subpart in
no way affects the rights and proce-
dures governing public access to offi-
cial documents pursuant to the free-
dom of information act or the privacy
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